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Here are a few of the newest and most interesting  
publications to arrive at the library 

 
ANCIENT CIVILIZATION 
 
Journey Through the Afterlife: Ancient Egyptian Book of the Dead edited by John H. Taylor 
 
This book was published in affiliation with the British Museum’s exhibit 
about the Book of the Dead, November 2010 - March 2011. With 
contributions from leading scholars and detailed catalog entries that 
interpret the spells and painted scenes, this fascinating and important 
book affords a greater understanding of ancient Egyptian belief systems 
and poignantly reveals the hopes and fears of mortal man about the 
“world” beyond death. The whole is beautifully illustrated with specially 
commissioned photographs of these exceptional papyri and an array of 
contextual funerary objects—painted coffins, gilded masks, amulets, 
jewelry, tomb figurines, and mummy trappings. 
 
 
 
Pompeii: Art Industry and Infrastructure edited by Poehler, Flohr and 
Cole 
 
More than 250 years after its discovery, Pompeii continues to resonate 
powerfully in both academic discourse and the popular imagination. This 
volume brings together a collection of ten papers that advance, challenge 
and revise the present conceptions of the city's art, industry and 
infrastructure. 
 
 
 
 
 
Royal Statuary of Early Dynastic Mesopotamia by Gianni Marchesi and 
Nicoló Marchetti 
 
This book establishes a chronological sequence of Early Dynastic figurative 
monuments (a complicated and problematic task in itself); and then 
considers how the statuary is a greater indication of the significant cultural 
changes in Mesopotamia, such as: growing isolation of the king as the head 
polity, development of a royal iconography, and the changes in 
Mesopotamian ideology. 
 
 



ANCIENT LITERATURE 
 
Tragedy, Authority and Trickery: The Poetics of Embedded Letters in 
Josephus by Ryan S. Olson 
 
This book discusses the significance of the letters embedded in the works of 
the first-century historian Josephus. Olson describes the basic functions of 
letters, how they are linked to the main text, and the reasons why Josephus 
included these letters in his works.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rediscovering the Dead Sea Scrolls: An assessment of Old and New Approaches and Methods 
edited by Maxine L. Grossman 
 
Dedicated to Florentino García Martínez, whose personal collection we have in 
the LTL, this volume intends to open up a rather specialized subject area for 
new conversations across lines of interest, discipline and scholarly subfields.  
 
Fifteen respected DSS scholars representing diverse perspectives offer here a 
window into the scholarly study of these ancient texts. Rediscovering the Dead 
Sea Scrolls introduces readers to a wide range of established and experimental 
treatments of the Scrolls, including paleography, archaeology, manuscript 
analysis, and a variety of literary, historical, and social scientific approaches. 
The authors provide not only an introduction to a given approach, but also a 
more self-reflective assessment of the limits of their approaches and the 
potential pitfalls associated with them. 
 
 
Egypt, Canaan and Israel: History, Imperialism, Ideology and Literature – Proceedings of a 
Conference at the University of Haifa, 3-7 May 2009 
 
The proceedings of the conference “Egypt, Canaan and Israel: History, 
Imperialism, Ideology and Literature” include the latest discussions about the 
political, military, cultural, economic, ideological, literary and administrative 
relations between Egypt, Canaan and Israel during the Second and First Millennia 
BC incorporating texts, art, and archaeology. A diverse range of scholars discuss 
subjects as wide-ranging as the Egyptian-Canaanite relations in the Second 
Intermediate Period, the ideology of boundary stelae, military strategy, 
diplomacy and officials of the New Kingdom and Late Period, the excavations of 
Beth-Shean and investigations into the Aruna Pass, and parallels between Biblical, Egyptian and 
Ancient Near Eastern texts. Such breadth in one volume offers a significant contribution to our 
understanding of the interactions between the civilizations of the ancient Near East. 
 



OLD TESTAMENT 
 
The Book of the Former Prophets by Thomas W. Mann 
 
Read this book if: 
1.) You are interested in fascinating & horrifying stories of war, 
religious fanaticism, terror and disaster.  
2.) You enjoy deeply personal stories of loyalty, friendship and faith.  
3.) You have asked yourself, “What is the relationship between divine 
sovereignty and human political institutions? 
4.) You have often wondered, “In what sense are historical events the 
result of human acts and also of divine Providence? 
5.) And most fundamentally, you are interested in the biblical books of 
Joshua through 2 Kings. 
 
 
 
The Consuming Fire: A Christian Guide to the Old Testament by Michael 
W. Duggan 
 
Review from Amazon:  
 

This book is a little daunting because it is very large. But don't let its 
size scare you. It is full of wonderful information and insight about 
many of the hard-to-understand passages of the Bible. It is well-
researched and thought-provoking with many study aids to boot. It 
is written from a Catholic Worldview, but really will help those in 
protestant denominations as well. It is a book you will want to keep 
in your library and use frequently, if not all in one sitting. 

 
 
 
A Theology of the Old Testament by John W. Rogerson 
 
Review from Amazon: 
  

 Since my University days I've found it more and more difficult 
to take the Old Testament seriously in the light of the modern world. 
The activities of a group of people who portray themselves as 
successfully warlike (although the evidence is rather thin for that 
historically) and who wander around the Middle East trying to keep 
themselves separate seems far removed from our world, let alone 
the fact that their God is, at times, fairly unpleasant. I had hopes that 
this theology might address some of those thoughts.  
 
 But this theology isn't a systematic theology or an explanation of how the God 
of the Old Testament reconciles with the God of the new. It is actually a rather 



interesting new angle (to me at least), which is taking the Old Testament and applying 
some of the underlying themes to the modern world, to global dilemmas that we face. 
John Rogerson approaches stories and characters that are very familiar to us (Jacob, 
Joseph, Job, some of the laws in Deuteronomy) and from them extracts ideas about 
how the ancients may have understood communication - us with the divine - and 
more.  
 
 I found the book very interesting and Rogerson's excellently clear writing style 
was present as usual. His own translations of many extracts from the Old Testament 
were also fresh and readable, with Hebrew characters transliterated into Roman for 
those who don't read Hebrew. His interest in and his thorough study of German 
theologians comes through at all times in this book and the enormous bibliography, 
and the vast amount of research that has clearly been done for this book, make it an 
excellent read for all those interested in the Old Testament. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NEW TESTAMENT 
 
Abortion and the Apostolate: A study in Pauline Conversion, Rhetoric and Scholarship by 
Matthew W. Mitchell 
 
Much of this study consists of an in-depth investigation of two passages, 
Gal. 1:15-17 and 1 Cor. 15:3-8. The relation of Paul’s “conversion” to his 
mission to the Gentiles has long been a matter of much discussion, and this 
book argues that it is the rejection of Paul’s claims to be an apostle in the 
same manner as the other apostles that underlies his “mission to the 
Gentiles.” This argument is advanced through a careful analysis of these two 
passages, paying particular attention to Paul’s use of the language of 
abortion to himself.  
 
Mitchell has produced an interesting study that reminds us of how much is 
still fluid in our perceptions of Christian origins and that we should not too 
easily boast of our progress in understanding Paul. But great care must still 
be exercised in adapting some of the elements of past frameworks of previous scholars lest we limit 
our progress by the problems or even the solutions that fascinated them.  
 
The Wedding of the Lamb: Historical Approach to the Book of Revelation by James L. Papandrea 
 
In the Wedding of the Lamb, Papandrea weaves Biblical and Roman history 
into Revelation. The result is a new approach to the book of Revelation as 
Papandrea unpacks cryptic passages and explains how passages would have 
been understood to Revelation’s original audience. He even includes an 
appendix entitled “The Book of Revelation in Plain English,” which reviewers 
on Amazon applaud. This book is written with both scholars and lay people in 
mind. Take time to look at this book! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Corinth in Context edited by Friesen, Schowalter and Walters 
 
This book is a product of an interdisciplinary conference held at the 
University of Texas at Austin. Subjects range from early Roman colonists and 
Pauline house churches to Olympian cults and burial inscriptions. The 
resulting volume offers a deeper understanding of the religious life of 
Corinth, contextualized within the socially stratified cultures of the Hellenistic 
and Roman Periods.  
 
 
 
 



MISCELLANEOUS NEW BOOKS 
 
Ecological Hermeneutics by David G. Horrell, Cherryl Hunt, Christopher 
Southgate and Francesca Stavrakopoulou 
 

“This volume demonstrates the rich exegesis of scripture and the 
Christian theological tradition, drawing up a wide range of texts from 
varied yet complementary angles. Further, it offers perhaps the best 
small collection of resources I know for reworking and developing a 
Christian theology of the created order for our own critical time. This 
book of intelligent and highly engaging essays should be widely 
known and used in multiple teaching settings within the academy 
and the church.” – Ellen F. Davis, Duke Divinity School, Durham 

 
 
Resonant Witness: Conversations between Music and Theology edited by Jeremy S. Begbie and 
Steven R. Guthrie 
 

 “What can theology do for music? Resonant Witness helps answer 
this question with an essential resource in the burgeoning 
interdisciplinary field of music and theology. Covering an 
impressively wide range of musical topics, from cosmos to culture 
and theology to worship, Jeremy Begbie and Steven Guthrie explore 
and map new territory with incisive contributions from the very best 
musicians, theologians, and philosophers.” — Bennett Zon, Durham 
University 

 
 
 
 
Absolute Monarchs: A History of the Papacy by John Julius Norwich 
 
In this book, Norwich offers a sprawling history that spans two millenniums 
and includes an immense cast of 265 popes (plus various usurpers and 
antipopes), feral hordes of Vandals, Huns and Visigoths, expansionist 
emperors, Byzantine intriguers, Borgias and Medicis, heretic zealots, 
conspiring clerics, bestial inquisitors and more.  
 

“Norwich manages to organize this crowded stage and produce a 
rollicking narrative. He keeps things moving at nearly beach-read 
pace by being selective about where he lingers and by adopting the 
tone of an enthusiastic tour guide, expert but less than reverent.”-- 
New York Times    

 
 


