
 

James H. Charlesworth earned his Ph.D. at Duke 
Divinity School. Since  1984 he has served as the 
George L. Collord Professor of New Testament 
Language and Literature at Princeton Theological 
Seminary. He has also taught at the Hebrew University 
and W. F. Albright Institute, both in Jerusalem, at Naples University in Italy, and 
at the Pontificia Universita Gregoriana in Rome.  His major publications include 
The Odes of Solomon: The Syriac Texts, Jesus Within Judaism, The Old 
Testament Pseudepigrapha, The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha and the New 
Testament, The Bible and the Dead Sea Scrolls, and Jesus and Archaeology.   

Professor Charlesworth is well known for his pioneering work in the ancient 
literature outside the Jewish and Christian canons of Scripture.  He specializes in 
the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old and New Testaments, the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, Josephus, Jesus research, and the Gospel of John. He has 
published extensively in the areas of the Dead Sea Scrolls and Jesus and his 
world.  He also participated in several archaeological excavations in Israel and is 
a member of the Society of Biblical Literature and the Society of New Testament 
Studies. An ordained minister in The United Methodist Church, he serves as 
advisor to the denomination’s World Missionary Council and preaches and 
lectures globally. 
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